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cllmate as a factor
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3 part of‘the 'Tfends i

h ’hat was under‘the rule £
: and christianity. ;‘;




jfhe”Euraeian migrations make up a hietory cf etruggle 5
ii;between the more complex, tcivilizedr societiee that ',v o
occupied ‘some part of the region and the leee complex -
Qsocietiee oecupying other areas - above all the eteppes.,““

Not every of the steppe peoples were paetoraliet or moved
: around.vA t :

0 _glthough they
were eeldom'nomeds. The term -barbarian'kcould,have aorved
our purpose. But the true nomadic peoplea «a,eon ‘ .
feignificant part in our aubject that we cho_ ;ioget;ckfxo ,
jthat term., e,

;fmhe dichotomy between 'civilization' and_ 'noma

We have chosen to study a dichotomy and we have ¢ch
l’study ideal typee.4'Nomade' are largely occupied

herding, 'civilization' are densely populated area
1 agriculture and a more fixed habitation. In the Bible
;.dichotomy between agriculturalist and paetoraliet occwr
‘second after man and woman. we could conetruct a madel

of both. Real aociet&es would probably contain eomething,o;
eech. ~ : ‘ e
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’Dichbtomiee and writing of histogx.

mhe aiehotomy between nomad and civilization playe an
important role in Mark Elvin'g pattern of the Chinese paf
‘nerc Bloch'e feudal society was shaped in two eubsequant,f
'conrlicts‘between civilization and nomade - Romane SRR
‘ageinet reutone, Frenks against vikinge and Hungariahe.

In hie etudy Qoynbee emplce ‘nomads as his 'outer proletariath
an agent in bringing abc t the downfall of a culture,

The dichotomy can be »‘ed in murner's theaie of the
importance of tht” 1 it

States. It 1s alj‘ ent with'eibhqn. 2







¢4 §nt Gere transrormed to ifé
“man'an optimal paraai;e on the ‘new' horse, '
'{mhe most important element in the development of the
‘ horte is in ita turn fodder. Step by step the better fodﬁ
~;and the stronger horses created opportunities. First Iew
\horsea tefthe combat-wagon, then riding, then armour, the
rﬁharses as su%stitute for cows ‘and oxen in ploughing.<we ‘note
$hé:role of fodder - €. g, agriculture in this proeess.
13,ery 1mportant in world history‘is the increased capabili
;530r earrying armour. we will return to this paint Ia$cr.{ .
f:A parallgll development to the horae took place with the
fdromedar - adapted to use between 1500 B. C and 300 A.Ds
At this time nomadic culture seems to have found its ga,,}ﬁf
vfinal form. Adaption of armour and stirrup was chiefly a
freault of central Asian activity and_cennected with
ﬂintroduction of new fodder crops - probably alfalfa.sm;ﬁ“w‘
ffnevelopment of\the military means caﬁtiﬁﬁ?ﬁ,ameng thm
nomda, but the further development of :t‘a&' '&z‘ :
'1§rmbﬁry seems to have taken place outside noma
ff&evzlopments the nomads got knowledge of by aiff
of teehnique. Thia period in turn - which started wiﬁh
‘ihk new, Bedieval crop system in Europe - terminated in
i;the 15093<whan'warfare turned away from the older uae
;”oﬁ eavalry.;;,t_,k - b g

‘.t,,.’

| _ggniatiea preasﬁre.
QiAgriculture was always a preconditien for civ11izatian.
,;mhe warld of the farmer might be assumed to have a

“the herder is also limits&, but
t to one unit mora to provide ‘
1sed disequillibrium to occur,
"Zall is»ep&rse, the nowads also



al soc ety. In that case a. distin tive

iad ,'concept was the role pla.yed by the e
t’mate source of law and soverlgni:ty.

hat nom ic»',socz,ety was more egalitarian as










red and detested each other













aﬁgémen_ might take place many tlmes in suce8310n so
‘et something of a 'domlno-effect’ When the Greeks

VNcrihern China, *ounded the Wel—dynasty and retall
their strengthened position, thereby protecting Chi
gthe'subjugated Turkish population forced the Sien-
f;cut,of'their homeland Germanic Langobards had to le
;ﬁannbe and seek refuge in Italy, well known to them
;a‘ﬂivity as mercenaries. , , .

lfﬁhére is one further aSpect - the existence of tech!b;
=fgradients, i. €. advantages in certain areas that fac:

'4Af o1n¢ must ‘be made however, for the development of |
5irmoﬁred cavalry in Central Asia. Chinese emissaries who

’,;them breught to China;to form a heavy cavalry
'ainew type of horseman appeared Traditioy‘

_;5arge mcve&ent oI people.ﬁn




De , k :The arméé»struggle.

Thb~limes. e

. weapon ofg
- If fortif:

'famounts of rainfall) clesely. i SR T i
,QA wall ﬁight not necessarily prevent a determined attaek..

6 the limes might be
. central-Asla protected itself against the
a similar wall some centuriea»later. A yenaian
ilt around 400 A.D, shielding the caucaaian ar

north The- Roman limes was partly a wall, '

Elvin4
craft a
as ary

1&3ot proviée ‘transport




and toWns. onzeffect of this was to stimulate the
;_acvelopment in fortlflcatlon technique. ) ‘
f*fBoth ‘towns and castles can be taken from v
'?3tﬂia castles often posed the problem of
the methods of civilization in the warfare
~§rmy‘occupied with si'ege is vylnerabl
o %hind, the more so as castles were placed
5ﬂ:0therbsome protection, placed low in the
: sequent difficulties in detecting  cov
ttackers during giege had two sides te
:often the nomads very inferior in numb’
1% shedding their distinctive advantage~“

fcenstruotea in England around 750 and 800 respectively'?

"castles were - used to meet the VlkingS. The viklngs ex[

;xhe'waterways in wmuch the same menner as the steppe-nomads
j“5used their env1ronment Fortlflcatlon of the borough-typef
77~prcved,effect1ve against them and was adopted in Germanyl
/gfwhen the Hungarian attacks opened shortly after.

- Hema§enous —tezsmin,« 4

‘r warfare»was often the clue to
,ﬁed,archers could not shoot as
elr 1ight cavalry was infe io:
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Civilization consequently had a strong defensive Position,
The nomads could waste their territory or seek to draw
them away from the castles and destroy them in part, what
succeeded very often.,

But the hit and run method is more effective the more
homogenous the country is, e, g, the less fragmented

by rivers, forests and mountaiqﬁ. The swiftness isg

lost at rivercrossings, Germany relied on the rivers
against the Mongols in 1241 as she had did against the
Hungarians, Ambush at river-crossing was effective

in the battle between Hua-chai and Djenghiz-Khan, a battle
where the chinese almost succeeded in exterminating the
Mongols, , /
Castles, towns and natural obstacles to movement limit

the opportunities the nomads had for moving, To be locked
in behind mountains during winter can be disastrous, |
Nomads depended on horses, and fodder was difficult to
obtain under such circumstances, ' |

Without fixed habitation,

Already Dareios found it difficult to fight an enemy
Without fixed habitation that only withdrew from his arumy,
Iater one tried to work out solutions to this problem,
Emperor Leo of Byzans adviced in his military manual that
attacks ought to take place in February or March when
fodder was scarce and the animals in bad éhape after the
winter, | ’ ' - ‘

Development of equipment,

In the thousand years between 3000 ang 2000 B. ¢ the arms
of civilization progressed rapidly in sophistication,
Bows, plate-armour, combat-wagon and metal-knives were
developed, swords followed aroung 1800 B. (. An improved
bow and a new combat-wagon were the first contributions
of the nomads., The latter invention is probably behind
the nomadic movement around 1700 g, Cy Indo-Europeans
occured all over thgﬁnear East as experts in the art of

wagon-fight cen}uriesiafter.
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The develbpment of cavalry took place around 700 B. C,
first employed by the Assyrians. Tt never got a high 1
‘standing among the (reeks, the co%ptry was unfitted to
raise strong horses and were an auxillary arwm awnong

the Rowans until the 200s A. D. We have earlier touched
the developuwent of heavy cavalry in Central Asia. They
were eumployed by the parthians and sassanids in Persia,
the most potent enemies of the Romans. Partly for this
reéson and partly because of the need for the gr?gter
mobility cavalry has, the Romans had to follow.

6e Effects of the movement;

The nomadic migrations often brouht much destruction in
their wake, A distinctive 'park Age' occured after the
Sumerian miration to Mesopotamia 3200 B. ¢, after the

great migrations thousand years later, after the porian
ﬁigration to Greece and so on, and not only at the fall

of the Roman Empire. Tn some cases, as by the Monéols,

the wasting was a part of and a precondition for the
conquest and the movement, ot only did waterial

structures suffer, obviously the entire social structure
was cast in the wmould, _

What came out of it9 Were the nowmadic migrations epoch

or event - did they shape the new structures from their

own preconditions or was the society that emerged after

the migration a result of indigenous featuresy How much - f.i.
did society in the middle ages owe to the Germanic peoples
and how much to the Romans?y .

Or were the nomadic migrations epoch-making not in producing
new social structures but above all in freeing society

from the 0ld? fThis wight happen if the structures did

not reflect indigeous conditions as such but were transfered
from other regions as a result of empire-building or

from an earlier period in history - now appearing as a
strait waistcoat where only a challenge from outside could



- 17 =

force the outworn social structures to vanish.

As for Rowan culture it was developed in and adapted

to circumstances in the Mediterranean area. Romans

“ acted mo different from anyone else, Nomadic migrants

moving to areas with unfamiliar geographical conditions

will settle in environments‘mOSt similar to those they

left. And the Romans developed the potentialities of

the areas very slowly when they kept their old wmethods.

The heavy soils north of the Alps were the most productive
potentially, but required many animals for pulling., Their
exploitation in the Middle Ages put a resource of animals

and animal-power te the dipposition of Europe that exceeded
other cultures by far. The heavy ploughs employed in Gaul
were commented upon by Roman authors, Roman settlement,
however, exploited the light, dry but less fertile soils,
soils that required few animals, Perhaps that was sufficient
as long as Roman conceptions about food dominated so much

of Europe, conceptions that found its most dramatic expression
in the admiration for the brave Roman soldiers who without

too much complaint suffered the barbarian meat diet while
campaigning in Gaul,

The mode of production changed rapidly when the Empire fell.,
Population settled on clay-soils, requiring and productive which
in its turn would allow the European‘peasant_to use horse
instead of oxen., There were strong pastoral elements in the
Germanic mode of production, elements left over from a tribal
and nomadic past., Though depemndent on agriculture the
Germanic mode of production retained an element of semi-
nomadism, nowhere easier to detect than in the enormous
economic importance of transhumance. This complex mode of
production allowded for regional specialization, historical
preconditions for later specialization during the agricultural
revolutions in the 17th and 18th Century, The flexibility
inherent in the system gave a survival value, No less
important was the need for spices created by the meat diet.
Cfr, Jones, E.L. and Woolf, S.J.; 1969 Agrarian Change and
Zconomic Development, ILondon and Rudeng, Erik 1976 Patterns
of Western History: Unity in Diversity, Osle
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R . 17
Te The main migrations.

- 3200, The movement fanned out from Central Asia and
brought people into India and Mesopotamia., Its importance
was to bring ‘carriers of Dravidian language to both areas..
The relative importance of indigerous or 'Sumeriant elemenﬁs
in the later cultural developuent in Mesopotamia is matter
for debate. The immediate effect of the migration was to
‘bring a 'Dark Age! tovthe area. We might term it the
'Sumeriant wigration,

- 2700, Movements spread across the Medlterranean, from
there and seawards to Scandinavia, from east to west in
Europe and the Middle East. Strong cultural currents, termed
'Megalith-people! connected the Eastern Mediterranean and
the Buropean coastline up to scandinavia, At the same time
agriculture was introduced in the north. Migrants crossed
the Mediterranean from Worth Africa to Cretg, inltiating
the period when Crete was an important power in that area.
The continuity in Mesopotamia disturbed by 1ncursions '

from the Iranian highland,

- 2200, originating in the Rurasian steppe-country
wmovements fanned out towards syria and Mesopotamia
(Churites and Guteans), from South Russia towards
Scandinavia, Central Europe, Italy and nreece, Turkey
and perhaps Spain, Indo-Europeans entered Anatolia, and
Italy and Greece not long after, This has traditionally
been held as the movement that spread the Tndo-Furopean
idiom in Eurasia, Semites penetrated MeSOpotamia and
erected an Ewpire under Sargon. A distinctive tpark Aget
occured in the Near East after the movements.

- 1700, orlglnatlng in the steppe, nomads went into
'chlna, India, the Near East and Egypt. The Kiwwerians
established themselves in South Russia.and penetrated
into Central Europe. A peaceful wigration frow Greece

to the Near East took place., The Indo<European idiom was



brought to Indla, the ghang dynasty set up in chlna,
the Hyksos in Egypt.

i _
~ 1200, The predominant movement originated in North
E;;;rél Europe where the Germanic peoples presses towards
the south, Prom Central Europe and Balkan movements went
to Italy, Greece (Dorians), the Wear East and Egypt. (Sea
People). The overthrow of the Hitites spread iron-technique
in the area. In Syria the sea-adventures started from
the Phoinician towns., A new Semitic movement from the
steppe:tow&rds Syria took place. Similar movements occured
in Russia and China, where the chou dynasty was established.

- 700, The intermediate period had withnessed the spread
of celts from central Europe to England, spain and Balkan.
The movement now originated among the Iranian peoples on
the steppe, fanned out towards China, the Near East,
Balkan and Central Europe. The migrations of Medes and
Persians to the Western edge of the Tranian Plateau is -
probably somewhat earlier, In areece colonization started,
New migrations of semites to Mesopotamia took place, The
predominant element»in Europe is the ghythian attacks in

Central Europe., Germanic people moved into Fastern Germany
from the north.

:.ggg.’After nowmads had been pushed from gentral Asia
towards China, retaliation brought a movement in the
opposite direction, Frow Central Asia it struck India,
the Near East as far as Syria.and Ccentral FEurope. The
wovements ended at the Roman frontier. To the north
Finns were displaced towards the west. celfo-Germanic
movements brought cermanic people southwards to the
Roman frontier all across Furope, after a great Celtic

expansion in the previous centuries. Womad dynasties were
established in India and Tran.

+ 300, The movements originated to the north of china,
Movements took place towards china and Corea, towards
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India, attacks on the Near East by Huns and.-Hephtalites
and the Hun establishment in central Europe., This triggered
the Germanic migration into the Roman Euwpire. When the
Avars followed the Huns to Europe a siwilar Slav movement
was in motion.The Turk idiom spread in Central Asia.

+ 600, Movements originated in china and Arabia. The
strengthened china under the Tang released the first

Turk wmigration to Europe: chazars and Bulgars. The
conquest by the Arabs influenced China, India and Rurope
alike, The next centuries brought the last cermanic
migrations by the vikings - to western Europe, Russia and
the Near Fast, and the Hungarian migration into all

parts of central Rurope.

+ 1000, The movemwent originated in Central Asia. The Turk
attack on India was followed up during centuries, The
movement through Iran brought them to Byzans, Patzinaks
and Cumans invaded South Russia and Balkan, Tungusian
tribes from Mandchuria put up a dynasty in Northern china.

+ 1250, The Mongolian movement reached almost all parts
of Asia, most of the Wear East and a great deal of
Europe. Iater movements chiefly originated in Russia and
Siberia and fanned out towards China, India and the Near
Fast. Uzbeks were brought to central Asia and Turkumens
to the Near East, Displacement in the Chinese/Russian
border area led the Mandchus into china, The rulers

of Afgahnistan extended their power to India,

Frow now on the new military téchniques worked

against the nomads in Furasia,
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Notes,

(1) oThe word tbarbariant, originally related to 'to babblet,
o non-greek speakning person whose talk was not intelli-
gible, It was transfered to the Berbers of North
Africa, On the etymology: Pokorny, Juliusy; 1961
vergleichendes indo-europédisches werterbuch, Zzurich.
Tyomads', €., 8. 100 Let grassf - &lso transtfered to
" the Numidians of North aAfrica.

(2). Leach, Edmund; 1969 (enesis as Myth and other
Essays, ILondon on thisS aspect of the Bible,
especially pp. 25 - 83,

(3) Elvin, Marky 1973 7The pattern of chinese History,
London., To Marc Bloch Treudalism coincided with &
profound weakening of the gtate,.,..!' And that feudalism
would be tunintelligible wihout the great upheaval of
the germanic invasions,...'.The conflict disrupted--both
societies and brought new types of social organization,
many of a primitive character. Marc Blochj 1967
Feudal gSociety, TILondon, Especially vol., 2, ppe. 444-46,
On the frontier literature: Rudeng, Eriks 1976
Unity in Diversity, Oslo. On (ibbon: white, Lynn (ed.);

€ Transiormation of the Roman world, Berkeley
and 1,08 Angeles,

(4) clark, aGrahamg; 1969 world Prehistory, Oxford.

(5) on the stirrup: white, Lynn jr.; 1968 Machina ex Deo,
Cambridge, Massachusetts and London.
On the medieval crops in Europe and their military
significance: white Lynn jr.y 1972 ‘*The expansion of
technology' in: carlo ¢ipolle (ed.) The Fontana
Econowic History of Europe, vol 1, pp. 143 = 11&,

(6) Ullmann, Walter; 1970 A History of Political Thought:
The Middle Ages, Harmondsworth

(7) Fuller, JeF.Ce3 1972 rThe Decisive Battles of the
western world, TLondon, D. 274,

(8) The expression is borrowed from Braudel.
Braudel, Fernand; 1966 (civilisation materiel et
capitalisme, Paris,

{9) chambers, Mortimer; 1966 ‘'The Crisis of the Third
century' in: Lynn white jr. (ed.) The Transformation

of the Roman World, pp. 30 - 58, BeTKeley Eﬁﬁ“””““
Los Angeles.

(10) Ploetz, Karl; 1968 Auszug aus der Geschichte,
wurzburg , , SRR



(11)

(12) |

(13)
(14)

(15)

(16)

(17)
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Kirsten, Ernst; 1968 mmmumun der
Weltgeschichte, vol., 2, Wirzburg.

Jones, A,H.M., 1964 The Late Roman Empire, Oxford
(Kirsten, 1968), op. cit.

Cfr. Elvin, Mark; °“1973 [The Pattern of the Chinese
History, London and Cipolla, Cario; 1910 Buropean Culture
and Overseas Expansion, Harmondsworth,

Lenk, Anton; 1974 Die Gezeiten der Geschichte,

Dﬂsseldorf und Wien,

Cfr. Mc Neill, William; 1973 The Rise of the West,
Chicago and London, and 17E story, New York,
both with a thorough treatment of he nomads and

their role in world history.

The sources are: Kirsten, Ernst; 1968"Rauﬁ und
BevBlkerung in der Weltgeschichte, Wirzburg,

PIotz, Kar 'TiﬁBITEEerS
Geso}:ighte, zbur%i Mc Evedy, Colin; 1972, 1968,

Penguin Atlas of Ancient Medievall Modern




